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LeAsbun 11, the forty-second World Seience
Metion Convention keept the tradition of Japnese
animation up. Held in the Anaheim Convention Center
from Aumust 30th till September 3rd, the Worldecon
made 7 profit, unlike last years Worldcon ConStell-
ation, imring the entire convention the "Japanese
¥ .nviorment loom" featured SF book jackets, SF
toy: and models, movie and television posters.

Also in the video room there was an assortment of
Japanese animation, Included on the program was
episodes of Tekkaman, the Space Knight, which will
be on TV this rall.

Also shown was the American premiere of
"Space Yortress Macross" = "Volume 1: Booby Trap"
— this 70 minute feature was in knglish, This
translation features the first three episodes of
liacross combined and translated. In Japan this
serien is currently being made into a feature film
with new animation,

Lensmen made its American movie premiere,
being shown in 35mm at this year'sn Worldcon. This
animated feature is an adaptation of the famous
gseries by E.BE. Smith, Ph.D. It was shown on the
main film program on Sunday.

(n Monday the convention featured "the
Animation World of Yoshiyuki Tomino" which was
an illustr-ted nresentation by Y. Tomino. His
work goes back to 1963 when he worked on Astro
Boy. lle has worked on other scries }ike Zambot 3,
Dai 3, Mobjle Sujt Gundam, fpnce lunway Ideon,
inbungle, and Dunbine. lle spoke about his films,
and ghowed samples. A complete episode of Dunbine
was shown with sub=titles.

"t was a good Worldcon for Japanese animation.
Atlanta won for it's bid for the 1986 Worldcon,
beating out lew York, and Philadelphia, The convention
also featured a day at Disney Land (aleo famous for
animation), and the usual Worldcon agenda (panels,
a huge art show, dealers room, parties, masquerade,
meetinge, Mugo awards, Star Wars marathon, a huge
program book, and many other events.) In addition
episodes of Star Blazers were shown in the video
room,

A new service has opened to the Star Blazers
Fan Club. Any member who would like a pen pal from
Japan, now can, If you wish a Japanese pen pal,
send a self addressed stamped envelope, with your
interests, and if you would like a male or female
pen pal to Barbara Edmunds,

Credit for this
goes to L:rbara BEdmunds who wrote into a animation
magazine in Japan, thus opening a line of
comminications between fans from both nations.

space (obra will he on the Playboy network in
Mngliche ds 01 apisues serieos was done’by Tokyo
liovie thinsha and Nippon TV, Tt deals with the
Aadventur o af Cobra, and has a good bit of sex,
violence and erime in the plot., In addition to this
the animation is top notgh. Uncensored Japanese
animition will make it to America at last.

Star Blazers is now on the air in Denver,
Colorado, It is on station KLVR (Channel 31, am
independent station). It got on the air thanks té
the letters of fans in that area, Thanks again to
Barbara Bdmunds for this bit of news.

Going to fanszines, things seem to be getting
interesting. Fred Kopets has anmounced the resumption
orgﬂe%lo » This was one of the first
fanzines d o Star Blazers, and ran two issues.
Issue #3 will be coming out. It will be 25-35 pages
and feature an offset cover. Price will be $4 an
issue, Former subscribers should write the editor,
The deadline for contributions will be Sept. 20th,
and the fanzine should be out in early October, For
more information send a self addressed stamped
envelope to Fred Kopets,

Animato #4 is out. This fanzine features a
cover by Frank Strom, articles on Steve Segal's
Puturopolis, Jungle Book and Bob Clampett. There
is also a colum on Japanese animation. For a copy
send $1,50 to Animato!, c/o Mike Ventrella,

A cosrecbion on the last issue. Final Sto
Andromeda is not a fanzine, it's a newsletter. So
please don't write them expeoting thick issues.

Highly Animated #2 will be out for Philcon
in November, With issue #2 they will be covering
other animation besides Yamato., For more information
send a S.A.S.E. to Highly Animated, -

Invidia #2 is now out, and is an improvememt
over the first issue., This issue features a good
translation of the Yamato III mangas., It also
featurea the vontinuation of a Final Yamato parody,.
For more information send a S.A.S5.E. to Steve
Cicala, .

Trelaina the official apa of the Star Blazers
Fan Club contimues to grow. For information om
collation #10 write Brian Cirulmick,

Yor spec copies
sepd $1.

Eelitorial

The Star Blazers Fan Club now stands ot a unique
roint in it's existance. When the olub first started
in 1980 things were different. Ye were a small club
fighting to get Star Blasers back on the air in New
York City. We are no longer that same oclub, Alot of
things have changed in these past years, the club
has changed, and so have we, Due to the lower cost
of VIi's, more fana get get Japanese animatiom in
their homes, when they want, then ever before. The
club has also grown in size and coverage. We are no
longer (for the most part) that small group of fans
gasping for that bit of Star Blasers on TV,

The reason why I write this is beosuse the
changes made in the Star Nlasers Fan Club aren't
caused by the aotions by a few, but by the entire
club as a whole, This means you. The club goes as

¢ itinued on next page



EDITORIAL

the majority of it's msembership goes, The reason for
this editorial is because I would like to ask you
the member, where you want this club to go.

First lets look at the current situation.
Right now as a fan of Star Blasers you have several
options open today that you never had befére, If
you don't live in one of the cities that carries
Star Hlasers, you oan watoh it on video tape. If
you can't afford a video machine, then you can get
the next best thing — the animation comies - in
Bnglish, Why should todays fan write a letter to a
TV station to get Star Blasers on the air when they
can watch it on video tape any time they want?

Also it use to be that the only shows that
made it to America were Yamato and Getghaman (that
is if you don't count the older shows like Speed
Rager and ‘Hp__!g_). Alot more Japanese SF animation
seems to be coming over translated these days. Due
to new shows that are coming over like Macross,
Space Cobya and Voltron interest is no longer
limited to just Star Hagers, even with the die
hard fans, This even shows up in the -club's news—
letter — we have articles on M}% and
My Youth in Arcadia, How many of you folks have
played Cliff Hanger? It's not that we no longer
like Star Blazers, but it's hard to keep interest
in the same old two seasons with all thie other
stuff around,

This places the Star Masers Fan Club in a
rather interesting position. Right now the club
can go and expand in several different dirrectionms,
or esvery dirreotion, We have a number of choices,
and I would like to get the clubs answer to these
choices,

One choice is to limit ocurselves to StarBlasers.
We can ignore everything else and just stick to
one show, Mowever I don't favor this, After all
how many newsletters can we put out that talk about
nothing but Star Hlasers? How much can we write
about the show till we get sundane? ",

The second choice is the one I like better.
The goal of the club should become to be to bring
over high quality sojence fiction animation into
English. The main center of the club should still
be Star Blazers (otherwise how could we call our—
selves the Star Blazers Pan Club?), but we could
atill give equal coverage to other shows that show
us the same high levels of quality.

The other choices involve how we go about
these choices. Right now the one thing every member
of the club gets is the elub's newsletter, While
it may be the center of the club, it is not the
club. In addition we have chapters, an apa which
is growing, convention activity and the like.
Maybe we should start to go in new directions,
For example we can have a national letter writing-
campaign to get Star Hl on a national network?
"But currently it seems mt the future of the
ghow seems to be in the hand of the Japanese.
Maybe we should all right the Japanese?

Another problem is that wa should avoid
becoming another Cartoon/FPantasy Organization,
(1t would he like re-inventing the wheel). I
think that the club should still strive to be
unique, and not a cheap oarbon ocopy.

In any oase this olub is at the orcss
roads of it's existance, (not at it's end).

Right now there are several ways we can go, We
can become a strickly Matsumoto olub, or be
centered on animated space opera., In any case
I would like to hear what the membhers of this
club think through mail, in persom, or in
Trelaina, I would also like to hear what you
think of ths newsletter, the extras like the
flipbook, the bookmark and this month &
sticker, What direotion should the elub go?
The choioe is up t0 yOUseeevesscccne

In the next issue of the SBFR we
will have the rest of Ardith Carlton's
Final Yamate article.

Fan Activity

by Brian Cirulnick

In doing the research for this long awaited
collections article,I came aoross some interesting
items, one of which was that some people really
had no idea of what it was that they were collect-
ing = if it looked like Japanese animation, or if
they recognized the characters of some show, they
boyght it and eagerly consumed the color pages.

’ In an attemt to rectify that situation, I
will liet what it im that everyone is collecting,
along with a desoription of it.

ROMAN ALBUMS - Everyone that has ocommunicnted

with me has at least one these. These books are
roughly magazine sized, soft covered, sporting
glossy color pages in the foward seotion, followed
by b/w character and mechanical designs. There

are algo peveral other names for this type of
publiocation, like "This is Animation", "Anime Graph"
and "Anime Mook",

ANIME COMICS = Usually split into two or more
volumes, these small (7" high by 5" wide) books
foucus on a particular film or series, and are
like American photonovels.

MANGAS = The same format as anime comies, but in
black and white. These can run to 200 pages or
less, Cheaper than anime comics.

SOUNDTRAUK ALBUMS - These are background music
records, each from a different film or series.
However there are dialougue records, complete
with music and sound effects — much like hearing
the film. This may prove difficult unless you know
Japanese.

CELS = These are the actual animation drawings used
in the making of the animated program or film. Do
not confuse these with cel ecollection books. Those
offer cel reprints and are not the same as owning
an original. No two cels are ever alike.

Not needing an explanation are posters, toys, models
and videotapes.

A Roman Album was, without doubt, the
number one colleoted item, followed by posters,
toys and models, anime comics, videotapes, sound
track albums, mangas and cels,*in that order. The
only surprise was that more people had Mobile Suit
Gundam Anime Comics than Yamato Anime Comics. Most
indicated that they purchased the merchandise at
local conventions, while others were forced to mail
order,

S0, no matter what facet of Japanese animation
appeals to you, there is sure to be something in the
merchandising that is just right for you. If you can
mat some enjoyment out of what you heve purchased,
then the expendature is meaningless=besides, it's
a fan activitity! Happy Collecting!
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TiHE STAR BLAZARS FAWDOM RAPORT is the
official clubzine of the Star Blazers
Fan Club, All contents are copyright
(c) 1984 by the Star Blazers Fan Club.
The name Star Blazers and all related
designs are copyrighted 1984 by the
Westchester Films Inc. The Star Blazers
Fandom Report comes out four times a
year. Membership in the club is 35,00

a year. Contact address is the Star
Blazers Fan Club,

Staff = Michael Finto, Brian Cirulnick,
Frank Strom, liike lanterovich, and
Colleen Winters.

S U A I T T VN



Pesslok dlory

T ALL BEGAN AT GAMMILON MERCY GENERAL...\| THE ROYAL CHILD wAS, 0F COURSE,
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EVEN EARLY ON, HE WAS AWARE
OoF HIS
I M PORTANCE...

Dear Diary;

My bathtub armada conquered three

new galaxies today...This is far too
easy.Temorrew 1'll set out to dominate
the baek yard...then,maybe the rest of
the neighberhecd.After that,all of
known spaee should quickly follow...

E INVENTED
- NLY INTERESTED IIN SOON, THE L‘I'ITLE THK
T'::tguzaisﬁEm?o SCIENCES. ECTO-GAS : HIS SECOND BEST FRIEND,

AND THE ONLY DESSLOK-PET To LAST
MORE THAN A WEEK...
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cuw;‘mg VAPOR CHASE [

AS wWAS To BE EXPECTED, DESSLOoK wWENT oN
TO STUDY AT GAMILON UNIVERSITY | AND

STARSHA RETURNED To THE PLANET ‘oF HER
BIRTH. HE NEVER FORGOT HER, AND wovlD

REGULARLY CompodE MESSAGE- CAPSULES...

«eo.from the desk of LEADER DESSLOK,
of the Royal Eouse of Gamilon,
st in line for the throne,
and master of all he surveys

Dearest Starsha:

How are you? I am fine. The weather is fine. I just invented
another powerful new explosive...they're still trying to put the
chem lab back together, The medics tell me that Cean Krypt should
be up and around in a matter of months. The Gamilon Yacht Club
went down for the third time yesterday...so much for water sports
this season.” Also,I must apologize for Lysis' inexcusable

behavior at the planet-ball
finals last month--just because
we were losing was no excuse for
him to assassinate your entire
team, Still,it was funny,and we
did win. By the way,I'm
saddened to hear that everyone
else on your planet died last
week:tough break, Later this
year,I plan to step out and do
some serious conquering...hope
to see you soon!

P.S.:I'm enclosing an 8x10
glossy of myself,in case
you lost the other ones.

Love%Kisses,

Desslox of Gamilon
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No THANKS TADASHI !
T HAD MORE THAM
ENOUGH EXERCISE

YESTERDAY !

I'm conNA TAKE
A HIKE IN THE
PARK , CAPTAIN...

WANNA Come 7

MAYBE IF YowRE
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SAY LADIES ! HAVE
A Look AT WHAT I
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Hmm.,,
oN THE YouNe sSIoE,
TELL ME DEARLING,
WHAT Do You
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TOGETHER AN’ GoT
LOTSA 6urPIES/
THAT 'S sS&£X.,..
RIGHT T

KNOW ABOVT
SEX?

HARLOCK'S meEN
/) ARE SHRIMPS /.,




communications

OeALCIALK & LEC

@ 11r3 osamv 1€2VKA

Letters to the editor are weloomed from all
members of the Star HMlasers Fam Club, We want all

your ideas and opimioms. Write to - Star Blazers Fan

Club, Comsunioatiems, -
-

Although your organisation seems to be center-
ed around the mw series, I am writing you
to see if you can 1 help in finding infomation
abfut another Japanese animated series. The series
I'm alluding to is Kipba, the e Lion ("Jungulu
Taitei” or Jungle in Japan) which was re-

leased here in 19 ! and televised through syndica-
tion in the late 60's and early 70's (I had last

seen it here in New York in '71). What I'm interested

in is 1)written material about characters and the
story line of the series 2)avalible episodes, in
either a private colleotion or in some library,
that I may be able to view a.nd/or purchase, and
3)oolor atills or cels of the characters. I hope
that you may know of people or other organizations
that mey have these materials.

Gregory Giacobe

-

=] have met many fans who are into Star Blazers,
btut grew up on Kimba, %n-gl_:gx_, Speed Racer

or or Bight Man (this includes myself). I
must admit that I am a bit in the dark as to
the answers to your questions, If anyone can
help, feel free to write. The only source that
might supply some answers would be the Cartoon/
Fantasy Organisation whioh is devoted to all
fantastic animation, write them at (for membership
info) C/70, ofo Alex Potter,
- - -

I notieed the comment in issue 13 of the
Beport that "it was less than a few years ago
when the American fan would kill for a photocopy
of & Roman Albvum." Are your New York area readers
aware that anything currently available in Japan
oan be ordered direotly through the Japanese-

bookstores? The Kinokuniya atore on 49th

Street is my favorite, but the Zen Book Store on
5th Ave. is another possibility. They both have
large seleotions of oomio and animation material in

heck. t00.sesess
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The object of all this effort in my case i=
not Yamato but something called "From kroica with
Love™ by Yasuko Aoike = - w1 intermational s8py
thriller/comedy with perverse sexual overtones,
beautifully drawn and extremely funny. It makes
the years of study it took to learn Japanese scem
well worthwhile. I'd love to find a publisher

interested in an English version of "Eroica", or
for that matter, in any project offering rcason—
able remuneration for translation by a native
speaker of English. Any ideas?

The "militaristic Asiatics" debate is
interesting to me because I have a vague memory
of watching a few episodes of "Yamato™ in Japan
about ten years ago, little realising that it would
some day be so popular here., I didn't understand
mich because my Japanese was still pretty shaky,
but at the time I decided that I didn't like il
because it was too Japanese chauvinist. I mean,

your spaceship "Yamato" is like calling it
"Brittania" or "America the Beautiful" — — and I
didn"t even know that it was supposed to be the
actual WWII Yamato., I also watched some episodes of
"Rocket Robin licod" and "Zero Tester™ and developed
a theory that the militaristio urgea which every-
one seems to have, but which were strictly taboo in
Japan at that time, were being oublimated into
space opera. Lest anyone suspect, there were alot
of "militant pacifist" linem about how all that
nifty weaponry was just to "protest the peace of
outer ppace." Put hey — = isn't gublimation of
aggressive instints better than direct expresaion
of them? Japaneoe TY in general is even more
violent than American, but there is less violent
erime in real life.

As for my own 1974 TV viewing, I finally
abandoned the animated shows altogether in favor
of a wonderful puppet version of an old Japanese
sword—and-sworcery fantasy. | rediscovered the
Joys of Japanese animation yeara later when
"Captain Harlock" was playing in New York. {T'd
always liked Japanese comics, but I didn't get
really hopelessly hooked until I happened to pick
up "Hroica" on a quick trip to Tokyo in 1981). It's
been fascinating to watch the growth of American
fandom,.

;arah E. Thompson

essssthe whole message of Well's War of the
Worlds was hound up in the ironie effect of the
technically/militarily superior Martians being
laic low by "the lmmblest of God's creatures", a
germ, As for the military element in so much of
the rest of science fiction, the prevalence of the
cliche of wvirtue triumphing at phaser point or
with the destruction of the Death Star simply
underlines the philosophical simplisticness and
moral poverty of so much SF today. When SF denls
with war, it is at its best when it dieplays lts
awareness that war is a desperate solution to the
world's problems, seldom the right one, and almont
never the best one, as it does in Haldeman's The
forever dar, some of David Drake's fiction, and
maybe in my own The Shattercd itars (shameless plug)

Hichard 5. McEnroe
rw |r(’)ul1:., ‘-TIIl
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