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In October 1974 in Japan a brand new television seﬂgs m‘
Nomed UCHUU SENKAN YAMATO (SPACE CRUISER YAMA Y

:: m-creaﬁon befween artist Leiji Mmsumom :mﬂ pmﬂﬁcer
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nec:rly considered the second Jupunese anthem! Mofsumato m
tinued his animation work with the now famous SPACE PIRATE
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CAPTAIN HARLOCK. Both “Yamato” and “Harlock” found an
immense popularity outside of Japan and were franslated in many
languages: "Yamato” in English (under the title STARBLAZERS) and
“"Harlock” in English (same name), French (ALBATOR, LE CORSAIRE
DE L'ESPACE) and in Italian. The popularity of both animations
endures fo this day.
In 1982, another show came on the air ondwsrar@é a revolution.
SUPER DIMENSIONAL FORTRESS MACROSS infegrared many of the
olot characteristics of SPACE CRUISER YAMATO, méh as “the lone
ship who serves the Earth”, the “eternal Iove rri&ngie and rhe
pnnc:pal character blown o bits”. Bur there v : also brand new
~stuff like a gianr transformable ship, mcreffifblem transformable
e rﬁéchg__ designs, insanely realistic combat scenes and unforgetta-
Tém rmuad music. In 1984, the. ﬁl@r wagure%mrked Qs a movie
""‘a”Mécriéés LOVE DO YOU REME&}BEW: was born, an anima-
~ tionthai still (along with AKIRA) conside red asone cffhe greatest
gl wiraneously with the rhree series we'v
th&ﬁen@a mﬁd theirsmc::ller bu%pmgaa ol o 1
ship reolm. MOBILE SUI GUNDMIHHUC d the "Do
mmbor-ls-*é-b% yle, with EH__ > ﬁghﬁngupsxde qunjrar”ﬁeméénf
(which can throw all usual conveﬁﬂ?n; fahe-IICRUSHER {gg
mrrod‘uced Mid shiif) ci gﬁathﬂffcun il be segm' day (the

Some say rh”r STAR WABS
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SPACE CRUISER

YAMATO

by Martin Ouellette

Created in 1974 by producer Yoshinobu
Nishizaki and the now more than famous Lelj|
Marsumoto, SPACE CRUISER YAMATO was a
26 episode space opera derailing the maiden
voyage of the "Yamaro” and its crew 1o the
ploner “lscandar”. By August 1977, ir was
fransformed into a movie and srared the
wave of Marsumoto's crearions thaf the world
would experience during the lare 70's ond
early 80's. The next summer in August 1978,
fhe movie ARRIVEDERCI YAMATO, SOLDIERS
OF LOVE was released. In all logic, it was
supposed o end the "Yamaro' story forever.
Hadn't all the crew been killed? Thar's where
one of the most enduring frairs of SPACE
CRUISER YAMATO begins: If a characrer dies in
one version, if doesn' t mean they'll sray dead!
ARRIVEDERCI YAMATO was tumed into SPACE
CRUISER YAMATO Il, a TV series where every-
one (or nearly everyone) survives,

A TV movie was released in 197¢, Called
SPACE CRUISER YAMATO, THE NEW VOYAGE,
it was so successful that 1980 saw rhe release
of anorther movie called BE FOREVER,
YAMATO. The success of those two movies
spawned YAMATO lll, o TV series thar was
supposed ro have 52 episodes bur was dras-
tically cur down ro 25 (which means thar the
plot had fo be resolved rarher quickly). The
qualiry of rhe animation was reduced and all
of this caused the series o be a flop. YAMATO
Il proved 1o rthe writer thar strerching rhings
forever would prove unwise and FINAL
YAMATO was released. Made 1o resolve all
rhe plor lines of the saga, it was the firfing end
ro one of the grearest animation sagas ever
made. dince then, rumors of @ new "Yamaro™
film have circulared. The "Yamaro™ in this new
movie was redesigned by conceptual arrist
Syd Mead; those designs were shown af the
1989 San Diego comic convention but since
then, nothing new was heard. SPACE CRUISER
YAMATO was rranslared in English unger the
name STAR BLAZERS (see Star Blazers Over-
view) and was extrermely successful in both
the United Srares and Canada.

CHARACTERS
OF SPACECRUISER

Y AMATO

SUSUMU KODAI (DEREK WILDSTAR):

Although his first post was weapons officer, Susumu
soon proved himself and was promoted deputy cap-
tain of the Yamato by admiral Okita. Rather young for
such responsibilities, he often takes rash decisions.
This being caused by his desperation to make sure
that the Yamato completes its mission. During the
long trip to Iskandar, he falls in love with Yuki Mori,
radar officer and head nurse of the Yamato crew. He
IS respected by all, including Dessler, |leader of the
Gamilas empire.

A beautiful young blond woman, Yuki Is the personi-
fication of kindness and courage. As head nurse,
Yuki cares far admiral Okita, wha is slowly dying of
radiation poisoning. Torn between Susumu Kodal
and Daisuke Shima, Yuki eventually falls for Kodal
and stays by his side during the entire Yamalo saga.
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SPACE CRUISER YAMATO:

The most powerful barrleship of the Earth United Fleet. It Is the very first spaceship equipped
with @ "wave motion engine”, permitting “space warp” displacement. The plans of these
engines were furnished by Srarsha, Queen of Iskandar.

The Yamaro was first conceived as an exodus ship because the human race was going o be
destroyed in less than a year by the Gamilas Empire using planerary bombs 1o irodiate borh
Earth’s enrire surfoce and underground. In the midst of the crisis, on incedible message
orrived: Queen Starsha offered humans the cosmo cleaner "D", @ machine rthat could cleon
the eorth of all lethal radiarion. One problem though: Iskandar was 148,000 light years oway
from Earrh! To make sure the rescue mission would arrive on 1ime, she sent the plans for o
"wave mofion engine’ which would encble o specially fitted Earrh ship to make the rrip within
the one year limit. This ship was the World War |l battleship Yamaro, rebuilt into a vast exodus
spaceship, bur refited wirth borh the wave motion engine and the highly powerful wave
motion gun, Under the command of Admiral Juzo Okita, a young crew of 114 volunreers
would join rhe ship in its voyage 1o lskandar.

The Yamarto carries many jer fighrers. The ship contains @ small facrory thar can produce
missiles, cannens, shells, and anything the crew miaghr need. When the Yamaro mavels inside
rhe armosphere of a planer, two wings exrend to stabilize the ship.

Length: 265.8 meters

Width: 34.6 meters
Height: 77.0 meters

J
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Armament: 3 rriple shock cannon rurrers, 2 small rriple shock cannon turrers, 8 beam cannon
turrers, 16 feather lighr beam cannons, 12 missile gares (forward secrion x6, sfem secrion xb),
8 chimney missile qares, 32 missile gares (16 on each side), 1 wave motion gun, fighters
(number not specified).

COSMO TIGER & COSMO ZERO TYPE-52

Cosmo Tiger: This is the standard EDF fighter: it is armed
wirh six cannons mounted af the roors of the wings.
The Cosmeo Tigers of Black Tiger Squadron aboeard the
Yamaro are painted yellow with black stripes. This fighrer
will evenrually be reploced by the Cosmo Tiger Il

Cosmo Zero Type 52; The personial
fighter of Susumu Kodal, the
Cosmo Zero is armed with four
connons and can cary Q variety
of underwing ordnances. It will also
be replaced by the Casmo Tiger
> II. |




~CRUISER YAMATO

was in grave danger of being destroyed by rhe planet-desiroying bombs launched by the
Gamilas Empire. The M-2174 class ship was constructed in a scramble siruation and ifs design
shows i, Small and primirive, it looked lilke an ancient submarine with wing-like projections. Its
armament was somewhar befrer than its lcoked, with four rriple beam cannon ruress (fwo on
the top and two on the bortom) and eight quided missile gates in the nose. The ship we see

on this illustration Is #225 of the Earth Defense Force and is commanded by o fomous war

hero, Caprain Juzo Okira (larer Admiral).

M-21881 CLASS BATTLESHIP YUKIKAZE:

This. is the standard ship of rthe Earmh Defense Force, Rarher flaf, small and very fost, it was
conceived for hir-and-run atracks, nor the broadside combar Yamato is accustomed fo. There
Is no conning rower like the Yamaro-rype ships, which means rhar the bridge is secured from
direct hirs since it is placed very low on the structure. The armament is composed of three
missile launching gares, rwo small size friple beam cannon rurers (one on the rop, one on rhe
belly) and small missile launchers and beam ports dispersed on the surface of the ship.
Mamor Kodai was a cew member on ship #17.

ED.F MAIN BATTLESHIP CLASS:

This ship Is the new baftleship class in the E.D.F. Iris used mainly as a commanding. ship to
lead fleers ond serve as combar flagship. Irs main armament is composed of three triple
heavy beam cannon turrers and o wave motion gun (very simiiar o the Yamaro's). Ifs
secondary armament Is made of many (though unspecified) light beam c¢annon rurrers,
tforpedo, missile launchers and such. From ofar, ir strongly resembles the Yomoto.

M-2174 CLASS BATTLESHIP OKITA:

This ship was one of the first o be constructed when I became evident rhar the human race

DAISUKE SHIMA (AR VENTURE):

Chief helmsman of the Yamato, Shima is level-
headed and cool under fire while his best friend
Susumu is rash and hot-tempered, Although Shima
failed to impress Yuki enough for her to fall in love
with him, he later meets Teresa of Telazart
(ARRIVEDERCI YAMATO) and falls in love.
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Admiral Okita is the most experienced officer of the
Earth Space Fleet and a most wise commander.
Although he's very sick from radiation poisoning,
Okitaaccepts the command of the Yamato out of love
for his home planet. Fatherly loved by his crew, he
nevertheless experiences some probiems with
Susumu Kodai because he was in command of the
YUKIKAZE (Snow Wind) an which Susumu’s brother
Mamoru was supposedly killed. Okita leads the
mission successfully, but dies at the doors of Earth
(only to be revived in FINAL YAMATO).




Yamato’s science officer, Sanada has a knack for
anything that needs repairing (or being tampered
with!) His incredible technicai feats have saved the
Yamato more than once, in situations so desperate
no one eise would have tried anything to save her.
Sanada also seems to be very good at subterfuge, to
the point of being able to dissimulate the fact that
both his arms and legs are cybernetic implants!

An unlikely doctor, he needs to gurgle down a
tremendous amount of sake lo keep himself alive. In
the American version, the sake IS replaced by spring
water. However, all inall, since the job of being chief
medical officer of the Yamato must be a rather
stressful position, Sado's little weakness for the
strong stuff can be understood (to some extent).

'SPACE CRUISER YAMATO

ED.F BATTLE CRUISER CLASS

The ship we see on rhis illustrafion belongs to the E.D.F.
Moon Base, As we can see, it does nor have the enor-
mous amount of antennae the other ships have. It is not
for reconnalssance, bur rather for heavy combat, And its
armament shows it! Ir is composed of five heavy beam
turrets, twe smaller beam turrets, five torpedo lounchers
and of course, the famous wave motion gun. For ifs closs
and size, this ship is one of the most powerful there is. 0

S /o =

ED.F DESTROYER CLASS:

Ir is the fastest ship in the entire Earth fleer, Very submarine-looking and quire small, irs
armament is very heavy for such @ small ship. It consists of rwo double heavy beam cannon
furreds (one on top and bortom), four double medium beam cannon rurrers, four small beam
rurrets, four quad-tube torpedo lounchers, and small multiple missile launchers dispersed all
over the ship. Of course, the engine section Is enormous considering how small the ship is.

o

ED.E FLAGSHIP ANDROMED A:

The Andromeda was originally built to replace the Yomaro as rhe Earth Defense Force
flagship. Although ir looks a lor like the Yamato, it Is bigger, has more weocponry, Is faster and
more maneuverable. We see the Andromeda in "Arrivederci Yamafo™.

~ Length: 275.0 meters

Width: 66.2 meters

Armament: 4 miple heavy-beam cannon turrets, medium and small beam cannon turmets
(mony), 4 rorpedo launchers, missile launchers (many), 2 wave marion guns
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ED.E ESCORT CRUISER CLASS:

The escor ship for the “Earth Narural Resources Transporr of Supply” fleer. Its duty is ro protecr
and guard the natural resources supplying ships, within and outside the solar system. Irs dara
banks conrain remendous amounts of information and its armament s exiremely heavy for o
ship this small. Ir is composed of three mriple heavy beam cannon turrers, four medium beom
cannen turrers and four friple rubed torpedo taunchers. Of course, there are small missile
launchers scarrered all over the ship. Susumu Kodai. the series main character commands one

of these ships.
Length: 112 meters
Width: 13.9 meters
Weight: 3,600 tons
' R
(

ED.E PATROL SHIP CLASS

It is @ small size cruiser thar goes ourside rhe solar system. Irs main duty [s ro parrol around
pianetr Pluto and beyond. It is mainly used by the "Middle Distance Fleet”. Although irs
armament is very light, it conrains plenry of search and elecfronic equipments like radar and
E.C.M.. Daisuke Shima, one of "Yamato™'s main characters, is caprain of one of those ships.

Length: 150 meters
Width: 26.6 meters
Weight: 5,900 tons

Armament: 3 heavy beam cannon rurrers, 4 triple torpedo launchers, missile launchers (many)

(0 3OS TG E R =17

This advanced crafr will appear only n the final
parn of the Yamato saga. Heavily armed and very
fast, It will possibly become the standard Teman
fighter.

Although he was presumed dead when his ship, the
YUKIKAZE, crashed on Titan, the Yamato crew finds
himalive on Iskandar, livingwith Queen Starsha. The
legend wanis thal the crew was supposed o find
Captain Harlock in Mamoru's place, but it seems that
the producers did not [ike the Idea. He and Starsha
have a litlle girl named Sasha (we meel her in NEW
VOYAGE and BE FOREVER YAMATO).

The leader of plane! Gamilas, Dessler, desperate {0 save
nis planet, orders an attack on Earth in order to relocate
nis peoplethere. Despite being, at the beginning, afierce
enemy of the Yamato crew, hie soon becomes moved by
their courage and decides to help them instead. His
sense of honor is great and IS courage is renowned.




HISTORY OF THE

REAL" YAMATO

In 1934, the Japanese Imperial Navy, fooking for
quatity to compensate for the American fleet's quan-
tity, began the studies for the design of a battlecruiser
capable of outclassing any of its adversaries. It
needed io be faster, have better armor and guns that
could fire farther than any other ship. The general
configurationthe engineers decided uponwas: 64,000
ons, nine 460 mm cannons capable of hitling a
argel 48 km away and a 410 mm thick armor for the
hull and 650 mm thick for the turrets. To build those
ships without alerting the American and British gov-
ernments required absolute secrecy.

The construction of two of those ships was decided
for the modernization program of 1937, Construc-
tion of the YAMATO began in November 1937, was
finished in August 1940 and it became operational in
1941, one week before Pearl Harbor. [t hoisted admi-
ral Yamamoto's mark during the battle of Midway but
made an about-face before the American aircraft
carriers were close enough to be largeted. The
YAMATO was torpedoed in February 1941 but was
repaired in time to be part of the battle in the Philip-
pine SeainJune 1944. The YAMATO, MUSASHI (the
other ship of the YAMATO class) and NAGATO were
the principal force of vice-admiral Kurita's fleet in the
battle of the Gulf of Leyte. That's where the YAMATO
fired its guns for thefirstand lasttime onanothership
during the attack of the American fleel. Bad visibility
prevented the maximum capabilities of its cannons
to be used. The YAMATO was destroyed during
operation TEN GO. It seems that fires, caused by
torpedo hits, reached the ammo magazines and the
ship exploded, killing 2,498 officers and sailors.
Operation TEN GO was a useless sacrificeand caused
ne death of 3,665 sailors (446 on the YAHAGI
hattlecruiser and 721 on various destroyers, in addi-
jon to the YAMATO crew).
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=2 ?Eman}'similnririea beiween the story lines of STAR DLJ!\ZERS

and 5PAC§€RUI5ER YAMATD {g;j';qer than the animation of coursel), Here is a quick rundown

of faTAR BLAIERS‘ pi:m i

be a nice pface o re!r:u:me hlS peup!e He arders his ft::rcaa ro circ:p radiarion bombs 1o
desrru‘,f the population, leaving the plarier vacant for his people. The resourceful humans

hide jn undérgmund ciﬂes um:l ﬂl’E' for some time, able 1o resfsr Unfortunately, ﬁi'.'ld!ﬂfiﬂﬁ

SOUrces. In cﬂeyear’ sfime, r{]dlﬂﬂﬂn will saturate the earth and the human race wIII peﬂm

Luckily, Queen Starsha of the planet Iskandar has the cure for this and senclé n”memge
offering the Cosmo DNA, a device thar can clean the planer of its radiation poisoning. Since
her planet i&”'lccﬁﬁéd 148.000 lighr years away from Earth, the message includes the
blueprints of an engine capable of raking a ship through such a voyage in less fhan one yEﬂr
the Wave Motion Engine. The population of Earth then commirs evefymlng o the

reconstruction of the ancient battleship Yamato info the space cruiser Argo. For a weapon

system, the Argo uses one of the most powerful weapons ever creared: the Wave Motion
Gun. Ateam of young people called the STAR BLAZERS is picked to crew the Argo onifslong
and dangercus joumney to lskandar.

xln I'hE ﬁrsr 26 episodes, the Star Force manages 1o defear the forces of the much srronger
Gamilon - ___‘_f_ e, reaches Iskandar and returns home with the Casmo DNA, thus saving the
Earth. The fnllawrng 26 episodes’ storyline happens a year after the Argo’s successful mission.

An enormous camer approaches our galoxy. I is the Comer Empire, bent on mnquering

lhe universe ﬁnc:l led b}r Prince Zordar, who thinlss of h|maelf as rhe universe’s cnnc:;l.#en}r As

.....

‘c:gmnsr Earth (and speclﬁml[y e Argo).

Iba Eﬁ‘h s Defense Cauncil inrerce-prs a desperare plea from Queen Trelnincn (Teresu) of

b i

-pianer Iﬁlm:nrr waming Earth of the danger and asking for help. When the government o
refusesto | heaci the warning, deputy-captain Derels Wildstar assembles the Srar Force once
ﬂgﬂlﬂ and w glmthe he%p c:f 9.group of space rnarines he szeuts the Argo and fullawa rhe

S
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Afrer the Argna depmrrure,gjrelumgfm hﬁr pSIGﬁIC powers from Telazarm, gravely

damaging the Comer Empire and keepls
prepare its defenses. After a monstrous &
quns, dissipating the Comet Effecr SUITOUNE Q

Desslok be:ng so impressed by the Srar FﬂI'CE séﬂurug‘é rl-nnr he l‘ergers hi& g:-lc:m;:# revenge
and reveals ro them the best place ro stike the cimdeL He. deporfs wirh his ﬁeer ro find a
new world for his people. -~ b

During the battle, Mark Venture gets Hilled The Stﬂr Furce Invadesthe cimd@l md mnmges
ro desrray its engines, thus mmabihzlng Ir for 0 ﬁrwi miﬁe Therr vierory is shc}n-llved though,

......

wave mofion cannon (a very, very blg nne‘-l) Wlldstnra ers all the Srar Force froops back
and prepares himself with the help of Nr.wa 10 m Zmﬁnr’s ship with the Argo. Suddenly,
Trelaing appears and with her las mengrh ﬁ!sinregmres rhe dreadnought, Venture, having
been brought back ro life, wirnessesthe dema!on and rl}e death of Trelaina. The Star Force
and the Argo refurn o Earth, and are rreared like hemesnnd sQViors.

.....
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