Anh i & A e el BT o §

B

ail/on
04

r

1

o S S 1
- '-!""F.é: 7 i,
[l

|'.-' a ‘h-:l g 1. i‘. _.!| s ;
y I.-r ¥ ﬂﬂgq.ﬁ@pﬁ '.. L
l 1 1 .. --’

I: L ]

o INUED ON NEXT PAGE
o ¥ l

T T SR
. G e \ @}"Eﬁ}@ gﬁ%i 5‘%
(i

; 1Y

LT

b

g e R R e

L & # »
I Fﬂ' M a . ]
|:| L [}
. . A% ,
iy v
s llis ¥ it FF PR Y -.__ s :"""“' LRl L T e b [}

43

M

: 'IJ . i

-
L]
._;_
iy
L
‘-\.-u‘._‘.
-l“._
e
o em,
‘ L .H.'h'.\.l
ln.'.'.
L3 -I
sy
. T

b CE N E Qe EEh
T,

'
T g

- L L =l - - Fle » L .

3 d ] - - & -~ ] . -

: -.;-."‘Hf.":":""_'," ."l.-r'h-l-;--lu-"-'l'hl--'-l- --..r.:'-\- o v '-l_r'l:'-\.'l VAT s

TR -l'1 i '""'"I
S R

k- A ; : 3 A i H

e _Altimages for Space Battleship Yamato . AT e e R e e | [ e i

o @ Office Academy » Wastcape Corparation = s SRR AR e N O TR o Lo 4 iy Rt

5 Yoslinobu Nishizaki = Voyager Entorfamment. =0 0 S s £ R
R A e A S R eI e e Beggianiaf




YAM ATO CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

something’s anniversary. As

times goes by, this is increasingly
true for anime. This year, 1999, marks
the 20th anniversary of Mobile Suit
Gundam, and as of October 6, it will
be 25 years since the the first episode
of Ucha Senkan (“Space Battleship”)
Yamato was broadcast. How are we
supposed to celebrate? Simply by
taking a moment out to reflect on
what was, what could have been, and
what’s to come.

The 25th anniversary of Yamato
s loaded with significance. Not only
was the original series a superlative
creative achievement for producer
Yoshinobu Nishizaki ( Triton of the
Sea), co-creator and designer Leiji
Matsumoto (Galaxy Express 999),
and episode director Noburo Ishiguro
(Macross), but it was also the
moment when science-fiction anime
began to take itself (and be taken)
seriously. Yamato would eventually
become the original breakthrough hit
that brought anime kicking and
screaming into the Japanese main-
stream, leaving behind a trail that
anime such as The Princess
Mononoke and Neon Genesis
Evangelion were later to waltz down.

Despite producer Yoshinobu
Nishizaki's recent legal woes (which
include bankruptey and the loss of the
Yamato license), the franchise is
healthier than it has been in years—in
spite of the fact that there’s been no
new Yamato anime proper since 1983
(the failed OAV series Yamato 2520
hardly counts).

Although today’s Japanese ani-
mation probably owes more of a debt
to Yamato than to any other single
show, Japan’s observation of the
series’ quarter-century mark has been
fairly subdued. So far, few celebra-
tions seem to have been planned for
Yamato's 25th anniversary (in com-
plete contrast to the Sunrise/Bandai
frenzy of events and re-releases sur-
rounding Gundam's 20th). There are
the inevitable LD re-releases. There's
a new Japan-only Yamato PlayStation
game, featuring stunning new anima-
tion, based on the original one-year
mission to Iscandar. There’s been a
re-release of the classic 7" die-cast
metall Yamato toy from 1979 in a new
Lelji Matsumoto-designed box. The
space battleship Yamato itself can be
seen popping up with some regularity
in the new Galaxy Express 999
manga (serialized monthly here in
AniMERICA). And yes, there’s been talk
of an all-new animated feature film:in
the works, picking up soon after the
not-so-final-after-all events of Final
Yamato. |

But what’s really remarkable is
Yamato's continued influence on
Western science fiction. After several
nods from Star Trek: The Next
Generation, the notion of Yamato
American style is currently being pur-

Everry- single day is somebody’s or
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sued with a vengeance. The Internet
IS buzzing with (as yet unconfirmed)
rumors of a Walt Disney-produced
live-action Yamato film that might
drastically alter, and perhaps betray,
the original source material (for
instance, the Japanese flagship
Yamato is said to be rechristened as a
more stars-and-stripes-friendly battle-
ship Arizona'). And the new Babylon
5 spin-off show Crusade bears a
nearly libelous resemblence to Star
Blazers, with an “all-new” space
cruiser on a long journey to restore a
dying Earth armed with a super-
weapon that's decidedly “wave-
motion gun.”

But, like they say, ain't nothing
like the real thing. And that's why
we're now going to have some choco-
late cake, drink some spring water (or
sushi and sake as Yamato tans would
have it), and take a look at perhaps
the least known and most representa-
tive products of the Yamato saga—
the movies.

Yamato first arrived in the U.S.
as Star Blazers, a riveting exercise in
science-fiction television. Star
Blazers gave American anime fan-
dom, still in its infancy, a very major
shot in the arm. Without it, could
there have been Rabotech? Anime
fandom as we know it today?
Perhaps. Perhaps not. But in Japan,
Yamato found its greatest sticcess
through the cinema. In fact, it could
be said that the Yamato craze didn't
really begin until the 1977 debut film
became a surprise hit, and it didn’t
really end until the last reel of 1983’s

Final Yamato. Make no mistake about

it, these were event films and were
routinely greeted with media blitzes,
high audience attendance, merchan-
dising frenzies, and box-office gross-
es that easily rivaled the original Star
Wars trilogy. And not unlike the Star
Trek films (another series more suc-
cesstul in its movies than in its initial
broadcast form), the Yamato movies
possess a fondness for revisionism:
killing off key members of the crew,
resurrecting them, and blowing up the
main space starship, er, battleship, all
in the name of dramatic effect.

Although Star Blazers itself has
been available on videotape for quite a
few years—all three TV series, includ-
ing the little-seen third season, were
initially released in the ‘80s through
Kidmark and are now available in eco-
nomical collectors’ box sets from
Voyager Entertainment—fans of the
series still pined for the day when
they could see the big-screen adven-
tures of their small screen heroes.
Now they can—all of the Yamalo
movies are currently available in
Japanese with English subtitles from
Voyager Entertainment. So, in honor
of Yamata's 25th anniversary, grab
your VCR and a Kleenex box and get
ready for a ride to the farthest reaches
of the galaxy.

| THE YAMATO MOVIES

SPOILER ALERT! DEATH, DESTRUCTION,
PLOT TWISTS—WE GIVE IT ALL AWAY/!

1 Space

s« Battleship
Yamato a.k.a.

Space Cruiser
Yamato (1977)

A compressed ver-
sion of the original,
seminal, 26-episode
TV series, the first
Yamato movie is
essentially a
“greatest hits”
package. For the
sake of a reason-
able running time,
much of the char-
acterization and
interplay—as well
as the theme of sur-
rogate families—
that made the TV
story so revolution-
ary is gone. By
default, the Yamato
itself becomes the
main character, tak-
ing its first steps
like a child and
growing up through
combat to master
basic skills like
warping and firing
the wave-motion
gun. Bat even
minus the details,
the sweeping
romantic atmos-
phere of the series

still remains in
abundance. Nut.
only 1s the Yamato

~ launched for the

first time, but so are
many of the series’
conventions hefore
the recyclings (see
our Yamato movie
key at right) turned
them into clichés.
Even for those
who've made the
longer journey to
Iscandar, the film
restores two essen-
tial scenes cut from
Star Blazers.
There's a flashback
to the sinking of the
original seafaring
battleship Yamato in
the final days of
World War Il and
another sequence
in which Kodai and
Yuki are overcome
with remorse for
having turned the
enemy homeworld,
Gamilus, into a
graveyard. They
realize far too late
that, in war, good
and evil are highly
subjective terms.

Movie Key

Blue-Skinned Bad Guys

Original flavor, blue Gamilons from
planet Gamilus (although they sport
mysteriously Caucasian skin tones
in the early part of the film).

Mysterious, Alluring Space Women
Queen Starsha of Iscandar, and her
expired sister Sasha.

The Ship, Destroyed!
Not in the maiden voyage, but
check back next time.

Crew Members, Killed!

According to the final tally, 47 crew
members are killed in action, but
none of the primary cast are rubbed
out, excepting invalid Admiral Okita.
But does he really count (see Final
Yamato)?

Resurrection Day

Kodai's brother, Mamoru, presumed
dead, is found alive and well and
living on Iscandar.

Technical Ecstasy

A sunken WW Il battle cruiser is
given an engine of extraterrestrial
design and becomes an amazing
space battleship.

Kleenex Factor

3 or 4 hankies at the most. Despite
the loss of Admiral Okita, Kodai's
stirring antiwar speech, and
Starsha’s last-minute admission of
love to Mamoru, this is the tri-
umphant story of the Yamato kick-
ing butt and saving the Earth.
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THE YAMATO MOVIES

SPoILER ALERT! DEATH, DESTRUCTION,
PLOT TWISTS—WE GIVE IT ALL Away!

Space
=Battleship
Yamato a.k.a.
Space Cruiser

Yamato (1977)

A compressed ver-
sion of the original,
seminal, 26-episode
TV series, the first
Famato movie is
essentially a
“greatest hits”
package. For the
sake of a reason-
able running time,
much of the char-
acterization and
interplay—as well
as the theme of sur-
rogate familios—
that made the TV
story 5o revolution-
ary is gone. By
default, the Yamato
itsalf becomes the
main character, tak-
ing ils first steps
like a3 child and
growing up through
combal o master
bazic skills like
warpmg and firing
the wave-motion
gun. But even
minus the details,
the sweeping
romantic atmos-
phere of the zeries

still remains in
abundance. Not
only is the Yamato
launched for the
first time, but 50 are
many of the series’
conventions before
the recyclings (see
our ¥amato movie
key at right) wrned
them into clichés,
Even for thoze
who've made the
longer journey to
Iscandar, the film
restores two ossen-
tial scenes cut from
Stor Blazers.
There's a flashback
to the sinking of the
original seafaring
battleship ¥amato in
the final days of
World War Il and
another sequence
in which Kodai and
Yuki are overcome
with remarse for
hawving wrned the
grmy homoewaorhd,
Gamilug, into a
gravevard. They
realize far too late
that, in war, good
and ewl are highly
subjective Llerms.

Movie Key

Bive-Stinpd Bad Guyr

(iriginal Eyvoa, blug Gemdons from
plaased Gamilies |although they spori
mrateaioushy Cavcasian sk Bores
w the 2arky pan ol the Him).

Myetenous, Alaring Space Women
Goren Siprcha of Iscandar, and ke
eapined sister Sasha

Tha Stip, Dastraged!
Mot in the maiden voyage, bul
chaich back neax tma,

Lreny Mombgrs, Kfodf

A conding b tha final L@y, 47 crew
mambers e klled i gction, ba
nona ol the primany cast i rebbad
oL, exgapting invalkd Adminl Qo
Eut does he realty count [see Faal
Famata?

Regeordetion Day

Kaelai's biother, Mamon, presumed
doad, iz found afve and well and
Ieving on lscandar,

Fechaical Ecstasy

A gunkes WY 1 bastle erudar o
green sn enging of sxtratemesteisl
design and becomes an amasieg
space battheakip,

Khgevax Fachor

3 of 4 hankiaz a1 the moit Detpae
the kess of Admirsl Oikine, Kodeis
stirring antivas speach, and
Starsha's List-svinute admission of
Byvd 1o Wi mdie, i s Bhis Bi-
wmphant o0 o tha Ximans kck-
ing butl and 13vng the Earth.

Arrivederci Yamato
sa.k.a. Farewell to
Space Battleship
Yamato: In the Name of
Love (1978)
Al the feverish peak of the
¥amate-craze in Japan,
Arrivederci ¥amate (the origi-
nal international tithe} did the
unthinkable. It destroyed the
Yamato, killed the primary
crew, and presumably killed
again the entire franchise.
But instead of going down as
the final chapter, it was only a
pitstop before the Yamarts 2
TV series retold the story,
sans much of the sacrfice.
Unlike the first ¥amate movie,
Arrivederci was built 1o run
feature length, o datailed
characterization is again the
narm. There's a rebellious
streak running throughou—
o
.ll'i;.,
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between the crew and the
Earth Defense Command, in
Kodai and Yuki’s relation-
ship—a theme that always
seems to bring out the best in
Leiji Matsumato's work (the
first Captain Harlock TV
senes, for instance).
Actionwise, it's simply one
highlight after another while
director Toshio Masuda, one
of the unsung heroes of the
Yamato saga, winds us up
emotionally for the mournful,
vet stll very triumphant, cli-
max. The White Comet
Empire gives us truly scary
unstoppabla villaing,
Dezsler’s final scenes are
deserving of an Oscar, and il
WE Were giving out prizes for
best all-around ¥amare
movie, Armivederci would
take the cake.

.h.
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Movie Key

Blue-Stinned Bad Guys

The derpens of the VWhite Comed Empire ase
setually an exceptonsl shade of pale groen,
akhough Destior aad his manimal 1tatl sre
indied Bua,

RS, Saaed iWomea
Terada of Tebexar, sieated gl

T S, Destroyed!
With kamilae guaio, our hei Kodai oy acting
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Reguriection Dy e
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et of dead enew mombers Bl the bidgo &z
Kodai 2t neat 03 @ chaarful Yuld (evon though
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3 Space Battleship
= Yamato: The New

Voyage (1979)

A 33-minute made-for-TV fea-
ture, The New Voyage was
conceived a3 a prologue to the
then-in-production e Foraver
Yamate movie, injecting newr
blood into the crew and intro-
ducing new enemies. The ani-
mation is on-par with an aver-
ane episode of the Yamato 2 TV
show, although there ara a .
dizzying number of battles fill-
ing up the relatively brief run-
ning time. Opoening with the
destruction of Gamilus, which
i% basically Dessler's own fault,
the now de rigueur traumatic
soap-opera elements are
pumped up somathing fierce for
the third act. Even so, the war-
crazed Dark Nebula Empire
doesn’t make much of an
impression, save for its impres-
sive battle stations. There ang
some nifty reversals going on.
Instead of traveling to Iscandar,
the runaway planet travels 1o
the ¥amato. Instead of focusing
tightly on the Yamato crew,
New Voyage is essentially
Dessler’s show from beginning
to end. And vhile it may not
hold up well 3 a stand-aloneg
miovie, it wasn't really meant 0.
Instead Mew Voyage exists to
bridge the gap between
Yamato 2 and Be Forever,
and=—with the twin destruction
of Iscandar and Gamilug—1to
close the book on the first half
of the serigs.

Movie Key

Bilui-Shinned Bl Guy2

The soideers of the Dark
Mabula a4 ue, and nary a
hai on their heads, They
padd A thi cppadtuniny (o tel
an iwale Dessler “Heyl We'ne
both the sama cedadl Gan'’y
we worlk semathing outt”

Myztonioos, Alfunng Space
Women

Dueen S1areha of lecaadar,
and bee infant daughio
Satha

e Shep. Destroyed)
Mo, ot this timee. WWill Eha
destruction of both Gamiles
and Iscandar satiatyT

Ty Hévpas, Kevpdl

A gread number of Battes, bt
0 P por BEE 0o e Mamafo
chew proger. As if to com:
poniate, Gueen S1arsha 1ac-
nifices hersell and her bsma-
sl

Resorrecton Day
Last-minite camea iom tha
1piri o the tecently
déceitod Stadih.

feckrmical Ecstasy

The Famate is now & ainisg
e Tor withs- &yned Eadetls
[shades of 1980 Svar Trok
H—Tlee Wieatl of Kivaal,

Kiperax Factor

Ta. It & wouy bad diy Bod
Desader, who Braes what's kit
ol his plane, admid ba baang
i e with the sescidal
Srafiha, and aTiampts a
kamiingy attack on the
antsy. Mamaru Kodal leses
his. commaan-Lray wile aad

HarTegabe hamewrid, The
final images of a crying ki
hedding cuta B batyy Sasha
an baund 1 git yom all
L
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Arrivederci Yamato
na.k.a. Farewell to
Space Battieship
Yamato: In the Name of

Love (1978)

At the feverish peak of the
Yamato-craze in Japan,
Arrivederci Yamato (the origi-
nal international title) did the
unthinkable. It destroyed the
Yamato, killed the primary
crew, and presumably killed
again the entire franchise.
But instead of going down as
the final chapter, it was only a
pitstop before the Yamato 2
TV series retold the story,
sans much of the sacrifice.
Unlike the first Yamato movie,
Arrivederci was built to run
feature length, so detailed
characterization is again the
norm. There's a rebellious
streak running throughout—

e A AT R A

between the crew and the
Earth Defense Command, in
Kodai and Yuki's relation-
ship—a theme that always
seems to bring out the best in
Leiji Matsumoto’s work (the
first Captain Harlock TV
series, for instance).
Actionwise, it's simply one
highlight after another while
director Toshio Masuda, one
of the unsung heroes of the
Yamato saga, winds us up
emotionally for the mournful,
yet still very triumphant, cli-
max. The White Comet
Empire gives us truly scary
unstoppable villains,
Dessler’s final scenes are
deserving of an Oscar, and if
we were giving out prizes for
best all-around Yamato
movie, Arrivederci would
take the cake.

Movie Key

Blue-Skinned Bad Guys
The denizens of the White Comet Empire are
actually an exceptional shade of pale green,

although Dessler and his minimal staff are
indeed blue.

Mysterious, Alluring Space Women
Teresa of Telezart, the antimatter qirl.

The Ship, Destroyed!
With kamikaze gusto, our hero Kodai as acting
captain.

Our Heroes, Killed!

I'm afraid for the sake of space, we're going to
have to list the survivors: Shima, Aihara,
Mambu, maybe 18 others.

Resurrection Day

The spirit of Okita gives Kodai an inspiring lec-
ture about sacrifice. Ghostly, smiling appari-
tions of dead crew members fill the bridge as
Kodai sits next to a cheerful Yuki (even though
she’s dead!). Sorta creepy,

actually.

Technical Ecstasy
The Earth Defense Forces’ budget seems to

have gone to the new flagship Andromeda, witli

its too-cool double-barreled wave-motiog gun.
Meanwhile, that old bucket of bolts Yamas 1s
due to be put out of commission, LiteFaTive S

Kleenex Factor g
10+. They don’t make eniarkil" ek

anymore. But really HOW Sa desan
there’s still three more pavies (eEt

o

3 Space Battleship
« Yamato: The New

Voyage (1979)

A 93-minute made-for-TV fea-
ture, The New Voyage was
conceived as a prologue to the
then-in-production Be Forever
Yamato movie, injecting new
blood into the crew and intro-
ducing new enemies. The ani-
mation is on-par with an aver-
age episode of the Yamato 2 TV
show, although there are a
dizzying number of battles fill-
ing up the relatively brief run-
ning time. Opening with the
destruction of Gamilus, which
is basically Dessler’s own fault,
the now de rigueur traumatic
soap-opera elements are
pumped up something fierce for
the third act. Even so, the war-
crazed Dark Nebula Empire
doesn’t make much of an
impression, save for its impres-
sive battle stations. There are
some nifty reversals going on.
Instead of traveling to Iscandar,
the runaway planet travels to
the Yamato. Instead of focusing
tightly on the Yamato crew,
New Voyage is essentially
Dessler's show from beginning
to end. And while it may not
hold up well as a stand-alone
movie, it wasn't really meant to.
Instead New Voyage exists to
bridge the gap between
Yamato 2 and Be Forever,
and—uwith the twin destruction
of Iscandar and Gamilus—to
close the book on the first half
of the series.

L i
R
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L

Movie Key

Blue-Skinned Bad Guys

The soldiers of the Dark
Nebula are blue, and nary a
hair on their heads. They
pass on the opportunity to tell
an irate Dessler, "Hey! We're
both the same color! Can't
we work something out?”

Mysterious, Alluring Space
Women

Queen Starsha of Iscandar,
and her infant daughter
Sasha.

The Ship, Destroyed!

Mo, not this time. Will the
destruction of both Gamilus
and Iscandar satisfy?

Our Heroes, Killed!

A good number of battles, but
no major blows to the Yamato
crew proper. As if to com-
pensate, Queen Starsha sac-
rifices herself and her home-
world.

Resurrection Day
Last-minute cameo from the
spirit of the recently
deceased Starsha.

Technical Ecstasy

The Yamato is now a training
vessel for wide-eyed cadets
(shades of 1982's Star Trek
Il—The Wrath of Khan).

Kleenex Factor

7+. It's a very bad day for
Dessler, who loses what's left
of his planet, admits to being
in love with the suicidal
Starsha, and attempts a
kamikaze attack on the
enemy. Mamoru Kodai loses
his common-law wife and
surrogate homeworld. The
final images of a crying Yuki
holding cute li'l baby Sasha
are bound to get you all
misty-eyed.

|||||
.......

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31
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YAMATO CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

4 Be Forever Yamato (1980)

At best, Be Forever is space opera at
its most grandiose and spectacular.
At worst, it's Yamato at its most
overlong and manipulative. The
seizure of Earth by the invading Dark
Nebula Empire forces makes for a
spectacular opener, but by the time
the Yamato arrives at the enemy
homeworld, which is disguised as
Earth 200 years in the future, things
have gotten a bit confusing in the
science-fiction department. What
helps to make it palatable is the fact
that Foreveris pure eye candy, gor- .
geously animated, topped off by
what must have been an awesome
sight in the theater; Ninety minutes
into the show, as the Yamato super-
warps to the outskirts of the Dark
Nebula, the screen expands into
widescreen format! Without the
“we-gave-all” sacrifices of
Arrivederci and Final Yamato, dra-
matic tension falls squarely on Kodai
and Yuki as their fidelity is tested by
new would-be romantic partners
Alphon and Sasha—who’s Kodai’s
niece! (Yikes! Calling Dr. Freud....)
Yet both rivals are eliminated by cir-
cumstance, rather than through
Kodai's and Yuki's choice, which
makes the emotional side of the
journey ultimately feel a bit
inconsequential.

Movie Kty

Blue-Skinned Bad Guys
Maore blue meanies from the Dark Nebula
Empire.

Mysterious, Alluring Space Women

The grown-up (and very fast too!) Sasha,
and a last-minute appearance by her
mother, Starsha.

The Ship, Destroyed!
Blown up by the Dark Nebula Empire in
the year 2402. But wait! It's only a hoax!

Our Heroes, Killed!

As if in a game of Clue, Mamoru Kodai by
bomb, Admiral Yamanami (we hardly
knew ye) by a building-sized missile to
the Yamato's bridge, and Sasha by laser
gun.

Resurrection Day

Speaking parts for the ghosts of Sasha
and Starsha. Separated by light years,
Kodai and Yuki presume each other dead.
Neither are. Montage of happy, smiling,
dead crew members as the Yamato sails
back home.

Technical Ecstasy

How sweet it is! Wave-motion bullets for
the shock cannons, a new spherical radar
system, wave-motion engine upgraded for
extended warping. The film itself goes
widescreen midstory.

Kleenex Factor

6 1/2. Kodai and Yuki's romance is put to
its ultimate test. Presuming each other
dead, they're free to fool around with the
innocently incestuous Sasha and hand-
some enemy cyborg Alphon, respectively.
The heroic death of Kodai’s brother is,
comparatively speaking, hardly milked

at all.

5 Final Yamato (1983)

A better title would be “Space
Encyclopedia Yamato,” as it parades
nearly every precious plot device in the
book for one last curtain call. The launch
of the Yamato is visually identical to a
scene in Arrivederci, Earth is partially
invaded just like in Be Forever, and the
bad guys blue have a very familiar moti-
vation. This is a B-1-G story, opening
humbly enough with the creation of the
solar system, the formation of Earth, and
the sight of future galaxies in collision.
Our narrator is no less than famed actor
Tatsuya Nakadai (Kagemusha, Ran), and
our captain is no less than the safely-
presumed-dead Okita. The animation,
particularly the background art, is the
best of the series. Running a hearty 163
minutes (the Japanese laser disc runs
175 minutes and contains two different
endings; the one featuring the series’
biggest questionable creative move—
showing Kodai and Yuki graphically con-
summating their marriage, albeit behind
a misty fog—is not on the Voyager
tape!), Final was sold on the image of an
exploding Yamato and The Grim Reaper
lurks around just outside the frame, mak-
ing it in some ways a very exhausting
experience for characters and viewers
alike. It's only fitting then that it should
have some of the best characterization
since Arrivederci. At the end of the
saga, Kodai possess a remarkable sense
of self-awareness, even referring to
Okita as his father. And just as the series
gets back to its own original strengths, it
really is the end.

Movie KEy

Blue-Skinned Bad Guys
The aqua-skinned citizens of the
planet Denguil.

Mysterious, Alluring Space
Women

The matronly spirit of the water
world Aquarius.

The Ship, Destroyed!
You'd hetter helieve it, chum!

Our Heroes, Killed!
Shima has a sloooow and talky
death. Admiral Okita (again).

Resurrection Day

Admiral Okita? Is that really you? It
is? Well, you'd better stay behind
and blow up the ship then.

Technical Ecstasy

Wave-motion gun circuits reversed
for internal explosion (read: self-
destruct). Anti-hyper-radiation mis-
sile ray gun (say it five times fast).

Kleenex Factor

Off the scale. You're going to need
the whole gosh-darn box.
(Although, if you're hopelessly
jaded by this point, you won't need
any.) The crew is feared dead from
radiation sickness. Yuki comes
within inches of committing sui-
cide. The ruthless Lugal guns
down his own son. Kodai and Yuki
finally tie the knot. Okita comes
back and says good-bye. The
Yamato goes ker-hoom.
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| Susumu Kodai (Derek
Wildstar)

Kodai starts out as a reckless

teenage cadet before matur- |
ing to adulthood as an essen- |

having lost his family in the
Gamilus-Earth war, are put to
good use when he is made
weapons officer of the
Yamato and squad leader of
the Cosmo Tiger fighter
planes. When Admiral Okita
| becomes incapable of com-
mand, due to radiation sick-
ness, he makes Kodai acting
captain of the Yamato. As the
series progresses, Kodai
| grows into adulthood and

| eventually forms a loving
= ! relationship with
1 Yuki...although his inclina-
tion for rash action still sur-
faces on occasion.
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| The odds are you'll spend
! at least 70% of an average
| Yamato TV episode or
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| Main Bridge

movie right here.

Captain’s Quarters

Yamato
Renamed the Argo for its

rebuilt from the hulk of a

travel to her planet of
Iscandar and collect the

poisoning.

American incarnation as Star |
Blazers, the mighty space bat- ;
tleship in both versions was

WWII battleship, and refitted
with a state-of-the-art wave-
motion engine, the specs of
& | which are provided by Starsha
= | to allow the people of Earth to

Cosmo Cleaner (a.k.a. Cosmo
DNA) to cleanse the Earth of
its Gamilus-inflicted radiation

Admiral Okita’s resi-
dence and a good place

G / Lo e i IS 8 el Rocket Anchor

An old-fashioned leftover from the Yamato’s WWI|
battleship days, this mariner’s tool comes in handy
for fastening to asteroids and enemy ships.

for a hearty toast and
cries of “We will return!”

Yuki Mori (Nova)
Blond, beautiful Yuki bears a
striking resemblance to the
1 Mysterious, Alluring Space
Women that populate the
Yamato saga. Her muitiple
\ duties on the ship include
acting as head nurse, radar
operator, and chief of
human services. One of the
few females aboard the
Yamato, Yuki is initially at
the center of a love triangle
, { between Kodai and Shima.
She eventually sides with
Kodai, and their love for
each other eventually
inspires Dessler to finally
cease his war against
humankind.
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Third Bridge

The part of the ship most likely to be
bumped around, blown up, and melted off.
No wonder the crew is seldom seen aboard.

Catapult
Kodai's personal
launching pad for
his sleek one-of-a-
kind Cosmo Zero
fighter plane.

Wave-Motion Engine
What you need under the hood

for long-range subspace warps.
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Suzumu Kodal (Derek
Wildstar
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Main Bridge
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particles, the entire
ship becomes a
devastating energy

| Captain’s Quariers

Admiral Okita's resi-
dence and a good place
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asha (Starsha)
The origiral Mysterious Alluring Space '
Woman of the Yamato 5393, Starsha beck- Daisuke Shima (Mark
ons from far away planet iscandar, bwin fo Venture
the enemy homeworld Gamilus. She is in Th cool head 1o
ssesshon of Barth's only sabvaton—ihe ) : Kodai's blazing pas-
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i . e T i e S IR the dangerous 365-day trip &5 a test of helmsman of the
Rockel Anchar vl e e humanitys courage. Later in the sanies, Yamato, After losing
An old-Tashioned leftover from the Yamale's Wil e ] S| Starsha has a daugher, Sasha (named after B Yuki's aftections to
battleship days, this mariner’s 100l comes in handy | A e | her lale sister), by Mamoru Kocal, his friend and rival
for fastening to asteroids and enemy ships. e Y - = D L e . Kodai, Shima has a
= _ i A L e ; : tortured bove affair all
his own with Teresa
-2k F il of Telezant in the
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_ push themselves too hj'ifd under stress, | 5 or see our Web page at:
T ' WWW.lupin.demon.co.uk
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the crew of the Yamualo. Yet whether he is m"'ﬂ“ : : .
R uod pay ez bad 0w or sndiring : Pioneer, Radic Comix, Right Stuff,
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Admiral Juzo Okita (Captain Avatas United Publications
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his oy 50 10 the Gamibis, which brings him KestonKent,
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- Shiro Sanada (Sandor)
1620 Not unlike a certain
{@] \ Vulcan who shall remain
. ’ nameless, Sanada is a
i 1~ science officer with a
) ilh rational demeanor and a
(& gift for analysis and last-

minute technical innova-

NS  Gallingall
accident left him with BrItSh a E“ronean
Anime & Manga Fans

e

| Analyzer (10-9)
| A hyperactive, super-intelligent
| robot that has some very human -
- | impulses for Yuki, much to her !

ity bionic limbs. Not without
: some warmth, Sanada
has raised Kodai's niece,

Qo oo i chows st ; Bt Are you having problems

@% shape: In reality, Analyzer preceded s ﬁndtng what you want or

- | R2-D2’s debut by several years. _ pdylng more than you
o

Queen Stasha (Starsha)

The original Mysterious Alluring Space
b R Woman of the Yamate saga, Starsha beck-
o T o ons from far away planet Iscandar, twin to
fo N e R the enemy homeworld Gamilus. She is in
possession of Earth’s only salvation—the
Cosmo DNA. But rather than simply handing
it over, she demands that the Yamato make
the dangerous 365-day trip as a test of
humanity’s courage. Later in the series,
Starsha has a daughter, Sasha (named after
her late sister), by Mamoru Kodai.

Daisuke Shima (Mark
Venture)

The cool head to
Kodai's blazing pas-
sions, Shima is the
chief navigator and
helmsman of the
Yamato. After losing
Yuki’s affections to
his friend and rival
Kodai, Shima has a
tortured love affair all
his own with Teresa
of Telezart in the
Yamato 2 TV series.
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We carry one of the largest

range of Anime & Manga from:
AD Vision, Animeigo, Anime-18,
Central Park Media/US Manga Corps,
Critical Mass, Dark Horse,

Dessler (Desslok)

One of anime’s truly great charismatic vil-
lains, the tragic Dessler’s flaw is much the
same as Kodai’s. The leader of the

Gamilas Empire has a volatile temper, but s -
~| e meliows quite a bit with age. By the AN Eros, Studio lroncat/Sexy Frul,
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nothing less than regal nobility. I@]I Urban Vision, Viz and MUCH more.
? 1 Contact us today:
e R e |, ) United Publications
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