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As Macross Il makes waves across the UK, PAUL DAVISON looks back
at the legendary anime saga that kick-started it all - Space Cruiser
Yamato, while PETER J. EVANS profiles “futurist” Syd Mead, designer
of the new Yamato, refitted and ready for a stellar relaunch

amato

voyages in a

sea of stars

he name Yamato has an almost magical sound, and the animated
saga covering the tremendous voyages of this legendary vessel must
surely make it the most memorable spaceship in Japanese anima-
tion history.
The Yamato was Imperial

'est and most famous World War Il
battleship -~ the most powe p ever built — which went to the bot-
tom of the Pacific at the end o

pheonix from the ashes of its pa

ar. Over two centuries later, rising like a
t stands fo pldly as a gleaming inter-
galactic warship ready to defe empire-building aliens in
the year 2199.
Space Cruiser n Yamato) was launched on an unsuspect-
i series that was the brainchild of manga

hizaki. Matsumoto, whose

ing Japanese pu 1974 a
artist Leiji Matsumoto and p

er Yoshinobu
first manga was to create such enduring
strips as Captai lenium Queen. Throughout
his career, his
ery of war, and
en, characters.

The first 26-part T

under merciless bomb

ow the Earth, in 2199, is suffering
arlike, blue-skinned aliens out to con-
quer the solar system in the Gamilan Empire. Earth space forces
have been all but destroyed, he planet itself has become virtually unin-
habitable through radiation. Humanity’s last hope rests with the secretly refit-
ted hulk of the truly ancient battleship Yamato, now lying in the dried-up

seabed of the Pacific Basin.

Love and War. Scenes from the
near immortal Space Cruiser
Yamato, featuring romance
with Kodai and Yuki (middle
right) and SF action aplenty
from Kodai’s intrepid crew
(right) and Queen Starsha of
Iscandar (above, left)
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In the midst of battle a message is received from another
world offering aid in the form of a radiation-cleaning device,
to give life back to the Earth. The message — from Queen
Starsha of the planet Iscandar — also gives details of a wave-
motion engine which will enable a ship to travel the 148,000
light years to her planet.

The Yamato is kitted out with the device and promptly. .«
departs on a year-long voyage to Iscandar, under the.lead
ship of veteran Admiral Okita. Its journey is studded with
ever-larger conﬂagrat:ons as the Gamrlan Ieader Des ar

the main protagonist in Yamato s story.

The shlp reaches its destination, only to:find:that l%r Pl ;aﬁs on ‘them f

is the twnfl planet of Gamilas; the heart of the mpir
titanic batye ensues. |n wl'n
Yamato co

which has been retired from service. Naturaﬂyxh:s peace:i is..
shortlived as the Earth is invaded by another empitre:b
this time housed in a huge artificial comet.

Once again the Earth receives an offer of help, fr
world already conquered by the Comet Empire, but.it i
turned down by the smug Earth commanders. The ré-united
crew of the Yamato decide differently, and take off in their
stolen battleship. Learning of the Comet Empire’s strength,
the Yamato returns to Earth and comes face-to-face with
Desslar who, having survived the events of the first film, is
now allied with the White Comet Empire.

In the inevitable epic battle that follws, Kodai loses his

love, Yuki, who takes a fatal shot meant for Desslar. Desslar,

for his part, finally sees the error of his ways and helps
Kodai destroy the Comet Empire, but at the (apparent) cost
of his life. With all hope lost and the ghosts of his fallen
comrades at his side, Kodai smashes the Yamato into the
enemy, kamikaze-style, ending it all.

Soldiers of Love was a powerful and exciting film, deserv-

g thrs sequel, the Dark Nebula emplre still smart

ing of its enormous success. But in trying to capitalise on
that in a 26-episode TV series, broadcast the following year,
the producers made some injudicious changes to the story
and watered down its emotional tone.

The series sank to an equally deserving grave, languishing
there briefly until later in 1979, when the Yamato made a
triumphant return in a made-for-TV movie called New
yage. The film relates how (the seemingly indestructible)
Qg%jslar finds his home planet Gamilas has been plundered by
' mns from the Dark Nebula. Gamilas is destroyed and the
anet, Iscandar, is flung off into deep space.
ly the Yamato and Kodai, in an unashamed disregard
inuity that was to become a trademark of the saga,
zg}s@ survwed Arrwerdercn s cataclysmic end. Desslar
‘help, and Iscandar is pursued on its jour-

prewous defeat, turns on T:'ah:h and the Yama_ o

ug
““ened-with-destruction unless.the ship.js.surrendered.. . ...
Instead, Kodai destroys the Dark Nebulans’ homeworld,
..Desarium, freeing Earth in the bargain.
Bg;,,fmapv?er Yamato proved. less successful than its prede-

msor"”fa&dyri nga mo! wordy script-and-looser.stoucture, ...

TR

Eor altigs. gorgeous anfmation, it lacked the tension and
na Of the best of the saga.

Yet the Yamato itself was popular enough for a third
series to be made, which was shown on Japanese TV in
1981. Space Cruiser Yamato lll, cancelled after 26
episodes, revisited Desslar, now building a new empire on
the planet Garuman and caught up in a border war with the
Bolar Federation.

During a skirmish, a stray proton missile strikes the
Earth’s sun, which threatens to explode, extinguishing all life
throughout the solar system. The Yamato, with Kodai at the
helm once more, sets off to find an alternative home for the
Earth’s population. In its search, the cruiser comes across
other space travellers who, in return for helping defend
them against the Bolar Federation, give Kodai the knowledge
of how to stabilise the sun. Earth is saved once more.

..-seene rings.as-much-poi
1k

_was finally-the"en

i produced by Academy Prodf

ovand.the.dramatic-interaction“efall these elements has

Space Cruiser Yamato lll garnered only mild interest in
Japan and the producers realised that it was almost time to
send it into drydock permanently. Almost...

Yamato returned for the last time in the 1983 movie
Final Yamato. Beautifully animated and 160 minutes long,
the film tells of how the legendary warship finds Desslar’s
planet, Garuman, lifeless as a result of a stellar collision. The
Yamato also discovers the fabled water planet, Aquarius,
which traverses the universe, flooding and reviving dying
planets. However, it is now controlled by the evil Lugal de
Zahl, who sees Earth as a perfect new base to replace his
own lost world.

The Yamato engages the enemy and faces certain destruc-
tion, when it is miraculously saved by (you guessed it
Desslar. Aquarius, however, cannot be stopped and
despairing Kodai stands down as captain. Then, to every:.
one’s surprise (well, not everyone’s), Admiral Oki
pears to pilot Yamato into Aquarius,,(destmy‘qg |6, Th;eg nal
-ofthe occasm}f as possi-
intothe vast ocean of staré; This

ble, as the Yar

The quality of animation agro‘ss-athe entire ‘gs ato saga,

.. prolific. Studio-Nue; 3he=adedby Haru‘ka, Takachiho, creator
of the Dirty Pair and"Crusher Joe. The s‘tudlo was also
responsible for the desrgn of Superdrmens:ona! Fortress

ensured that it will go down in history as one of anime’s
most memorable series. That the saga also spawned a phe-
nomenal array of merchandise, from books to toys and mod-
els, certainly hasn’t hurt its reputation.

The three TV series were dubbed into English, and in
1977 they were released in the US as Starblazers, where
the saga enjoyed a huge following and introduced a genera-
tion of fans to Japanese animation.

The continuity throughout has been virtually (and inten-
tionally) non-existent, confirming a Lazarus-like ablility on all
the main characters, who would reappear at strategic
moments throughout the saga. However, far from detracting
from the show's narrative thrust (it is a space opera after
all), it proved to be one of the more enduring and endearing
aspects of an anime phenomenon whose motto must surely
be “Forever Yamato”. ®

Interior
design by
Syd Mead

Starrblazers
assembled (left
to right): Susumi
Kodai (aka
Derek Wildstar
in Starblazers),
Yuki Mori (aka
Nova), Admiral
Juzo Okita (aka
Captain
Avatar), Dr
Sado (aka Dr
Sane) and
Desslar (aka
Desslok).

Back to the Futurist
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